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Synopsis

Goethe failed to appreciate the songs which would link his poems to musical immortality. Schubert’s
tonal innovations and passionate insight into the great lyrics disconcerted the poet, but brought
Schubert fame as master composer long before public recognition of his symphonies.The prolific
Schubert (over 600 songs in 10 years) was inspired by Goethe’s verse as a prodigious young
songwriter ("Gretchen am Spinnrade," his first masterpiece, was set at age 17) and stayed with the
poems all his short life. The new edition includes all his versions for every lied to Goethe texts from
the standard Breitkopf and HAfArrtel complete-score edition of 1884A¢a -4& ce97. Eight-four songs
(55 poems with 29 later versions) comprise this reading and playing edition, with modern literal
prose translations of the poems by Stanley Appelbaum. No other one-volume edition of the famous
songs is available; this volume offers authoritative complete scores, handsomely set with wide
margins and strong binding, in a careful, accurate rendering of Goethe, at a price accessible to
musicians, students, and all lovers of song.The songs include four versions of "ErlkAfAqnig" (The
Elf King), singled out by Groves Dictionary for "the wealth of harmonic resource, the structural unity
of the song, the mounting tonal climaxes"; musicologist Karl Schumann remarks that "the lashing
storm rhythm . . . a wild triplet variant of Schubert’s characteristic walking rhythm, was to remain an
important tonal symbol for many years leading up to the opening of Wagner’s 'Die Walkyrie." Also
included are the scene from Faust, "Der SAfArnger," "Prometheus," ("the greatest of his
lyrico-dramatic songs" A¢a -4 * Grove’s), and the Harper cycle ("There are modulations . . . of such
searching expressive intensity that they almost reach the bounds of tonality; not even Beethoven’s

last string quartets . . . contain harmonic transitions of such audacity." A¢a -4 « Schumann).
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Customer Reviews

Austrian composer Franz Schubert (1797A¢a -4 ce1828) was extremely prolific in the course of his
brief life. In addition to 600 Lieder, he wrote nine symphonies, liturgical music, operas and incidental
music, along with a large body of chamber music and solo piano music.
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